
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

body that I have no axe to grind. For 
the support of a large family I have been 
forced out of church work, and into mer- 
cantile pursuits which absorbs all my time 
and limited strength. It is a permanent 
situation, affords me a living, and relieves 
me from the necessity of asking favors. 
With this preface I will say, and I am in- 
different as to the reception which it 
meets, that one of the greatest needs of 
the Brethren church is a frank disposition 
to do simple justice to its ministers. As 
a class they are over-worked and under- 
paid. More is the shame to the church if 
the self-sacrificing preacher is willing and 
uncomplaining. There are congregations 
which cheapen a preacher as a trader hag- 
gles for bargains over a store counter. 
There are clubs of several congregations, 
each strong enough to support a pastor, 
which to make preaching come cheap are 
working a willing pastor half to death en 
half pay. Rich farmers and merchants 
who lay by $500,00 to $ 1500,00 a year, 
satisfy their consciences with a contribu- 
tion of ten, twenty, or as an instance of 
unusual liberality, forty or fifty dollars 
per annum to the pastor and the church. 

This is but a symptom of the more se- 
rious fact,.namely the great subsidence of 
enthusiasm, the woeful lack of zeal in 
many of the older churches. Without the 
motive power which impels to great exer- 
tions and noble sacrifices, weak will be 
the effort, and small will be the results. 

WATCHING FOR THE LORD'S COMING. 

J.   C.   CASSEL. 

"Blessed are those servants, whom the 
Lord when he cometh shall find watching: 
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to 
meat, and will come forth and serve them." 
Luke 12 : 37. 

The second coming of Cnrist is tome a 
very blessed theme, and it is also very 
real, because it is so thoroughly verified 
in the Bible that I cannot entertain a 
shadow of doubt about it. The following 
linguageis very explicit : "And when he 
had spoken these things, while they be- 
held he was taken up ; and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight. And while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as 
he went up, behold, two men stood by in 
white apparel, which also said, Yemen of 
Galillee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ? This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go in- 
to heaven." Acts 1 : 9-11. If there were 
no other Scripture bearing upon the sub- 
ject, the above quoted passages would 
once for all establish the second advent 
of the Master ;   happily there are many 

more clear texts upon the question ; it is 
only the blindest, or most willful skepti- 
cism that can deny a truth so comprehen- 
sively taught in Matt. 24 : 30. Jesus says, 
"And they shall see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. "The Son of Man shall 
come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels ; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. Matt. 16: 
27. 

"And then shall they see the Son of 
Man coming in the "clouds with great 
power and glory."    Mark 13 : 26. 

"Men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth; for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken. 

And they shall see the Son of M an com i ng 
in a cloud with power and great glory." 
I.uke 21 :  26, 27. 

"And if I go and prepare a place for 
you I will come again and receive you to 
myself ; that where I am there ye may be 
also."    John 14 : 3. 

"And to wait for his Son from heaven. 
I Thess. 1 : 10. 

"For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the arch-angel, and with the trump of 
God, and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first."    I Thess. 4: 16. 

"Behold, he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him." Rev. 2: 
7. There are many more passages of 
Scripture bearing directly on the second 
physical advent of Christ into the physi- 
cal world, but if these herein quoted will 
not bring conviction to the heart, twice as 
many more will not do it; moreover it is 
not my purpose to establish what is al- 
ready in the WORD, but rather to set forth 
what is implied in watching for the Lord's 
coming. 

Expectation is a pre-requisite to watch- 
ing ; one does not watch for anything that 
is not expected, hence my text can have 
no significance to such as deny the Lord's 
coming again ; in fact many texts of Scrip- 
ture are meaningless, if Jesus should not 
come again in power and great glory. 

Watching for the Lord's coming does 
not mean to sit up, or lie awake at night 
in mortal fear of that event, but rather to 
rest, or sleep in sweet peace, in fond an- 
ticipation of it ; this is however not possi- 
ble unless we are dead to the world, and 
the world to us, or as Paul puts it "the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world." If we are dead to the world, we 
will be separate from it, not mixed up in 
its diversions, its fashions, its dishonesty, 
its debauchery j that is, we  will not be 

found in the ball room, nor theatre, nor 
club room, nor card table, nor billiard 
room, nor bar room, nor gambling den, 
nor horse races, nor prize fights, nor cock 
fights, nor in any other species of mere 
worldly diversions. Again if we are dead 
to the world, we will pay no special atten- 
tion to the changing fashions of the world. 
It may not be necessary to be odd, or ec- 
centric to avoid being fashionable ; some 
regard to the conventionalities of the age 
in which we live, or to the country in 
which we live may not be sinful ; but waste 
of money to keep up with the changing 
fashions of the day is positively wrong, , 
and no one that does so can in reality be 
watching for the Lord's coming. If we 
are only honest because we are watched 
wt are not watching for the Lord's com- 
ing honestly, because it is good policy 
from a mere worldly standpoint is not 
spiritual honesty at all. If we are actual- 
ly watching for the Lord's coming and ex- 
pecting him to serve us when he comes as 
he says he will, we will be honest at heart, /} 
honest in purpose, honest in practice, ▼ 
honest with   ourselves,   and   holiest wtth 
GOd' A 

No one can in any true se,i»at"gc*lw>atch- 
ing for the Lord's coming, and at the 
same time be guilty of any kind of de- ' 
bauchery whether it be in drunkenness or 
lasciviousness, whether it be in practice, 
or thought. 

If we are dead to the world we are alive 
unto Christ, and will be anticipating this 
coming by constant intercourse with him 
through the Holy Spirit, who will guide 
us into all truth , wc will be constantly 
engaged in warning others to flee the wrath 
to come, by our gentle walk and conver- 
sation, by our love and mercy, by our 
preaching and teaching, by our labor and 
substance, in short we will be wholly con- 
secrated to God, body, soul, and spirit, 
life, labor and substance. " 

Harriet Beecher Stowe relate? a dream 
in which Christ was announced to come 
"to-morrow," at first to a very wealthy 
man, he said, "I don't know wife, how 
you feel, but I don't like this news. I 
don't understand it It puts a stop to 
everything that I know anything about." 
His wife replied, "Oh, John, how can you 
say so." "Well, Mary, it is the truth." 
* * * * I would be willing to make over 
three million dollars to-found a "hospital 
if he'd be satisfied and let me go on." 
After his wife tried to make him see the 
desirability of Christ's coming, he says, 
"No, indeed, you can't. Why look here," 
pointing to his papers, "here is what 
stands for millions ! To-night is mine, 
and to-morrow it will be so much waste 
paper, and then what have I left ?   * * * 


